
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 

SNOHOMISH CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 
February 16, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

WORKSHOP AGENDA ON NEXT PAGE 

Remote On-Line/Phone Access ONLY Via “Zoom”: 

Pursuant to City of Snohomish’s Resolution 1408 adopting procedures for holding 

public meetings consistent with State law, and in accordance with the Governor’s 

Proclamation 20-25, “Stay Home Stay Healthy” order to reduce the risk of exposure and 

the spread of contagious viruses through social interactions, the February 16, 2021 

workshop and regular meeting of the City Council will be held utilizing remote access. 

The public is invited and encouraged to participate by calling in, and listening to the live 

meeting. Instructions for calling into the live meeting are provided below. 

To access the ONLINE Zoom remote meeting, please use the following link 
(external/internal speakers required): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86563841482 

Meeting ID: 865 6384 1482 

To PHONE-IN without a computer, or if your computer does not have an audio 
feature, dial: 

+1 253 215 8782 or
+1 669 900 6833 or
+1 346 248 7799 or
+1 312 626 6799 or
+1 929 205 6099 or
+1 301 715 8592

YOU WILL BE PROMPTED TO ENTER THE MEETING ID# -- 
Meeting ID: 865 6384 1482 

THEN, YOU WILL BE PROMPTED TO ENTER A PARTICIPANT NUMBER -- 
ENTER THE # SYMBOL 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86563841482


NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 

SNOHOMISH CITY COUNCIL 

Remote On-Line/Phone Access ONLY Via “Zoom” 

TUESDAY 
February 16, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 

5:00 1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PRESENTATION:  Council Do’s and Don’ts - Ann Bennett, WCIA (P.3)

5:55 3. ADJOURN

City Council Workshop 
February 16, 2021 
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City Council Do’s and Don’ts

Presented by 

Ann Bennett
Executive Director

Washington Cities Insurance Authority

Washington Cities Insurance Authority

• A municipal organization of Washington public
entities joined to share risk
– Created in 1981
– Over 160 members

• Over $165 million in assets
– Strongest financials of any Washington risk pool
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Washington Cities Insurance Authority
• Provides Self-Insurance Coverage

– Auto Liability, General Liability, Employment Practices, Errors
& Omission

– $20,000,000 per Occurrence
– Look for coverage not exclusions

• Purchases Insurance
– Member Property, Auto & Boiler Machinery
– Crime Fidelity purchased by members
– Cyber and Pollution Premises Liability purchased for all

members
• Provides Insurance Services

– Claims
– Risk Management

Avoiding Liability

Individuals can receive absolute immunity for legislative 
activities

– Adoption of budgets, ordinances, and resolutions

Only within context of council meeting as a whole and 
not acting as an individual
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Avoiding Liability

Land Use
– Know your role is it Quasi Judicial or Legislative?

• If Quasi Judicial
– Must be fair and impartial

» Appearance of Fairness Doctrine
• Cannot communicate with proponent or opponent

– Can only use facts in record
– Make findings of fact

» Avoid arbitrary and capricious decisions

Avoiding Liability

Land Use
– Do not insert yourself in the process

• Westmark v. City of Burien
– $10,000,000 verdict
– Found tortious interference with a business expectancy

• Mission Springs v. City of Spokane
– Directed official not to issue permit
– No legislative immunity
– Liable under state and federal law

• Woodsview II LLC v. Kitsap County
– Delay based tort claims evaluated by overall view of the

reasonableness of a municipality’s actions
– Avoiding the taint of bad faith remains paramount
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Avoiding Liability
Personnel

– Stay in legislative role
• Set policies, budgets, municipal codes

– Do not to stray into Executive role
• Management of employees, hiring/firing, discipline
• Can be held personally liable for employment actions
• Personnel law is constantly changing

Avoiding Liability

Personnel
– Harassment/Discrimination

• Can be sued individually
– Know the law and your policies

• Report to Executive
– Witness behavior
– Made aware of problem by employee
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Avoiding Liability

Negligent Misrepresentation
– Do not make specific promises or assurances

– Refer specific questions to staff

– Do not take matters into your own hands

Avoiding Liability

Defamation
– If the statement/opinion is regarding a legislative concern

you have immunity

– Careful discussing or naming individuals
• Are they a public official, staff or private individual?
• Any untruth gives rise to liability
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Avoiding Liability

Public Works
– Do not “politically engineer”

• Crosswalks, Signs, Speed Limits
– Ask for staff input off the record
– Have staff respond to public requests

• Joint and Several Liability
– Avoid promises, assurances and inflammatory

statements

Avoiding Liability

Do not leak Executive Session information
– Resist the temptation to share
– Disclose conflicts prior to session and recuse yourself
– Claims and Litigation

• Can jeopardize defense
• Possible sanctions imposed
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Avoiding Liability

Be mindful of written communications
– Email/ Twitter/ Facebook

• Always use City email address, not personal
• Use of a personal computer could subject it to search
• Be mindful of Open Public Meetings Act
• May lose your legislative immunity
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